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COVID-19 Vaccine Webinar Series
CDC has designed a new mini-webinar series addressing different topics related to COVID-19

vaccination. Each webinar is approximately 15 minutes and offers CE. CDC’s first two webinars are

available on the Training and Education Webinar Resources webpage, posted in the COVID-19 Vaccine

Webinar Series section: https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/training-education/webinars.html

Pfizer-BioNTech Sixth Dose and Low Dead-Volume Syringes

A new set of FAQs released by United States Pharmacopeia (USP) addresses common questions related

to low dead-volume (LDV) syringe and needle combinations in the Pfizer-BioNTech ancillary kit and

extraction of a sixth dose per vaccine vial. Practice settings have reported success using a combination

of 3 LDV syringes and 3 non-LDV syringes for vaccine withdrawal. To ensure success, the CDC is shipping

ancillary kits with approximately 80% LDV syringes and 20% non-LDV syringes. This 5:1 ratio should

ensure providers are able to obtain all six doses from the Pfizer-BioNTech vial. For additional

information, see: FAQ for Optimizing COVID-19 Vaccine Preparation and Safety (ashp.org).

Pfizer Shipper and Logger Returns
Please return the Pfizer SoftBox and Controlant when they are no longer in use. Pfizer provides a

complete set of instructions on preparing the box and the label for return shipping. It is particularly

important to remember to:

1. Cover the existing shipping label with the pre-printed return label.
2. Cover the UN1845 Dry Ice indicator with the large blank label provided.

The complete return-ready package with correctly placed labels can be given to the FedEx or UPS driver

when new orders are delivered. There is no need to bring returns to a FedEx or UPS store!

The full set of return box and labeling instructions can be viewed HERE.
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https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h41bd0b5f%2C13985ca0%2C13a471e8&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_11_25-DM52372&ACSTrackingLabel=Brand%20New%21%20COVID-19%20Vaccine%20Webinar%20Series&s=M8bfVi8Vwjl0g_3QsUWuxhSccKpxsCmxnmvIm_VUETY
https://www.ashp.org/-/media/assets/pharmacy-practice/resource-centers/Coronavirus/docs/FAQ-optimizing-covid-vaccine-prep-safety.ashx
https://contlogo.s3.eu-central-1.amazonaws.com/Pfizer/Thermal%20Shipper%20Return%20Guidance.pdf
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VaccineFinder
● Iowa is participating in the beta launch of VaccineFinder for the general public to find COVID-19

vaccine providers

● Currently limited to COVID-19 vaccine providers that would serve the general public

● Includes provider types such as pharmacies, local public health that provided website

information to previous IDPH survey

● Excludes provider types expected not to serve the general public such as occupational health

clinics, colleges, LTCs, and private practice

● Site intended to send public to a pre-screening or scheduling website

COVID-19 Vaccination Communication Toolkits
● For Medical Centers, Clinics, Pharmacies, and Clinicians

● For Healthcare Professionals and Pharmacists

● For LTCF Administrators and Leadership

● For Employers of Essential Workers

● For Staff of Organizations Serving Communities

Vaccinate with Confidence
CDC released updated resources aimed at building confidence in COVID-19 vaccines.

CDC COVID Data Tacker
CDC has released the COVID Data Tracker. The Vaccinations tab on the tracker shows overall US

COVID-19 vaccine distribution and administration. State views for total doses distributed are also

available.

V-Safe After Vaccination Health Checker
V-safe is a smartphone-based tool that uses text messaging and web surveys to provide personalized
health check-ins after an individual receives a COVID-19 vaccination. V-safe web pages feature
information on how to register and complete a v-safe health check-in (including step-by-instructions
with images), troubleshooting, FAQs, and contact information for technical support. These web pages
will be continuously updated with additional resources.

● V-safe information sheet and poster: Posted on the Vaccine webpage and available in 5

languages: English, Spanish, Korean, Vietnamese, and Simplified Chinese

● V-safe after vaccination health checker website

● V-Safe Print Resources

● Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS)

2

https://vaccinefinder.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/toolkits.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/vaccinate-with-confidence.html
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/vsafe.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/vsafe/printresources.html
https://vaers.hhs.gov/
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Retail Pharmacy Program
● IDPH will allow the Retail Pharmacy Partners to vaccinate anyone eligible based upon the

current Vaccine Shortage Order

● CDC has requested Retail Pharmacy Partners prioritize vaccinating PK-12 school staff and child

care workers during March

● This population is already included in Iowa’s current Vaccine Shortage Order

Vaccine Shortage Order
Iowa vaccine providers can begin vaccinating additional priority populations. The additional population

includes Individuals 64 years of age and younger with medical conditions* that are or may be an

increased risk of severe illness from COVID-19.  See Center for Disease Control’s (CDC)

recommendations for those conditions here. The Vaccine Shortage Order has been updated to include

these populations.

*See CDC recommendations for the qualifying medical conditions at:

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.

html

MMWRs and Interim Guidance

● On March 15, 2021 an MMWR article titled, “COVID-19 Vaccine Second-Dose Completion and

Interval Between First and Second Doses Among Vaccinated Persons -United States, December

14, 2020 - February 14, 2021 ” was published.

● On March 2, 2021 an MMWR article titled, “The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices'

Interim Recommendation for Use of Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine - United States, February 2021”

was published.

● On February 19, 2021 an MMWR article titled, “First Month of COVID-19 Vaccine Safety

Monitoring - United States, December 14, 2020 - January 14, 2021” was published.
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https://idph.iowa.gov/Emerging-Health-Issues/Novel-Coronavirus/Vaccine/Information-for-Vaccine-Providers
https://idph.iowa.gov/Emerging-Health-Issues/Novel-Coronavirus/Vaccine/Information-for-Vaccine-Providers
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7011e2.htm?s_cid=mm7011e2_e&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_921-DM51989&ACSTrackingLabel=MMWR%20Early%20Release%20-%20Vol.%2070%2C%20March%2015%2C%202021&deliveryName=USCDC_921-DM51989
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7011e2.htm?s_cid=mm7011e2_e&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_921-DM51989&ACSTrackingLabel=MMWR%20Early%20Release%20-%20Vol.%2070%2C%20March%2015%2C%202021&deliveryName=USCDC_921-DM51989
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7011e2.htm?s_cid=mm7011e2_e&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_921-DM51989&ACSTrackingLabel=MMWR%20Early%20Release%20-%20Vol.%2070%2C%20March%2015%2C%202021&deliveryName=USCDC_921-DM51989
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7009e4.htm?s_cid=mm7009e4_e&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_921-DM50963&ACSTrackingLabel=MMWR%20Early%20Release%20-%20Vol.%2070%2C%20March%202%2C%202021&deliveryName=USCDC_921-DM50963
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7009e4.htm?s_cid=mm7009e4_e&ACSTrackingID=USCDC_921-DM50963&ACSTrackingLabel=MMWR%20Early%20Release%20-%20Vol.%2070%2C%20March%202%2C%202021&deliveryName=USCDC_921-DM50963
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/pdfs/mm7008e3-H.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/pdfs/mm7008e3-H.pdf

